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ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT. 


ÅDJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
CHARLESTON, W. Va., Dec. 1, 1886. 


Gov. E W. WILSON, Commander-in-Chief : 


Srr :—I herewith submit my biennial report, with brief sugges- 
tions in regard to the status of the militia and other matters con- 
nected with this office. 

Tt cannot be expected that a thoroughly efficient militia organi- 
zation can exist, dependent for support upon the resources of indi- 
vidual members and contributions by public-spirited citizens. It 
will not be claimed that the State has a well-disciplined soldiery ; 
but the force it had up to the past few months was creditable to 
the self-sacrificing patriotism of the militiamen,:and at the same 
time an evidence of the need of legislation upon the subject. 

It may seem superfluous to urge on the attention of thinking 
men the importance of maintaining a militia organization; but, in 
the light of experience, I deem no suggestion I can make touching 
this subject, too strong 

The regular army of the United States is small In care of in- 
vasion or insurrection, the Government has to rely on volunteers. 
The best school for forming soldiers, and the surest bulwark of de- 
fence in a government like ours, is in the military establishments 
of the States. The ablest and most experienced officers of the 
United States army, as well as most of our wisest statesmen, have 
of late years done all in their power to encourage volunteer State 
organizations. l 

The law regards every able-bodied citizen, between certain ages, 
and not for special cause exempt, a militiaman. It would be a mis- 
nomer. however, to call every such citizen a soldier It takes time 
to make a soldier. i 

" Another important consideration is the support the militia may 
be to the civil authority. As a rule, our people are law-abiding and 
respectful of the rights of each other; but we cannot shut our eyes 
to the fact that there are disorganizing elements in society that at 
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any time may manifest a strength too powerful to be suppressed by 
unaided civil authority. One riot might cost the-State more than 
would be required to maintain, for years, a military force sufficient 
ps a the executive authority to compel prompt obedience to 
the law. 

The volunteer militia of the State, in the past, has been as effi- 
cient as could reasonably be expected under all circumstances. The 
State has not contributed anything to its support. The General 
Government supplies arms and accoutrements. The men buy their 
uniforms, pay armory rent and other expenses, and have given 
their time gratis, holding themselves in readiness to obey the call 
of the proper authority to go anywhere in the State where their 
services should be required. But with no substantial recognition 
by the State the martial spirit of the young men has died out. The 
men do not feel that degree of responsibility that would rest upon 
them if the State gave some pecuniary evidence of their efforts. 
Obligations are mutual. It is impossible to enforce anything like 
rigid discipline or exact strict accountability among men so en- 
tirely dependent upon themselves for support. 

A change in the law regarding our volunteer militia would be 
productive of much good, if made to confine the force to twelve 
Infantry Companies, and one Gatling Gun Company. Three Com- 
panies in the First Congressional District, three in the second, three 
in the third and three in the fourth, with the Gatling Gun Company 
at the seat of government. Form these companies into one regi- 
ment and provide for a five day’s encampment, annually; the time 
and place to be designated by the Governor; the State to furnish 
tents, camp equipage, subsistence and transportation, and provide 
each organization with an armory, each soldier to provide himself 
with the United States regulation uniform. | 

The cost of such a change would not exceed $7,000.00 the first 
year, and every year after would not exceed $5,000.00. The arms 
and accoutrements and camp equipage (except tents) are furnished 
by the general government. 

'T beg to call your attention to the fact that the enrollment of the 
militia under the Acts of 1882, as now made and reported, serves 
no public purpose. Many of the counties have made no return 
since ‘he Act was passed. It is supposed that the annual enroll- 
ment .f all able-bodied citizens between certain agesis to show the 
strength of the "reserve militia” and to be used as a basis of a 
draft if necessary ; but the present metho: of making the returns is 
so inaccurate that should a draft ever be ordered an entirely new 
enrollment would be absolutely necessary as the first step. While 
the law remains asit is, it makes considerable extra work for such 
conscientious officers as endeavor to make correct and full enroll- 
ments, without being productive of any good to the State whatever; 
and is entirely unnecessary. 

I recommend that the Jaw be amended so as to provide for enroll- 
ment of the “ reserved militia ” only upon the urder of the Governor 
or by his direction, to be paid for out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

An act to amend and re-enact sections 4 and 5 of chapter 19 of 
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the Code, as amended by act of March 8, 1882, was Passed requir- 
ing every assessor in the first year of his term, and if the Governor 
so direct, in any year thereafter, to make out a full and complete 
list of all male persons between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, 
residing in his assessment district, file said lists with the county 
court clerk for public inspection, and transmit a duplicate to the 
Adjutant General with his affidavit, that the same contains as near 
as he was able to ascertain, a full and correct list of all male per- 
sons between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, and for every per- 
son properly so listed by him the assessor shall be entitled to re- 
ceive from the State treasury three cents, to be paid on the requisi- 
tion of the Adjutant General, out of any appropriation for the pur- 
pose made by law. 

The duties required by the act have been performed by a number 
of assessors and their accounts for the same are on filein my office. 
The Legislature failed to make an appropriation for this work and 
I respectfully ask that a sufficient amount be appropriated to settle 
with the assessors. 

The following is a list of those making return under the act and 
the number of persons enrolled by them: 


ASSESSOR’S DISTRICT. COUNTY.” ASSESSOR. NAMES. 
First .. e Berkeley . . {David Dodd. . 957 
Second e... do Chas. H Miller..... 1,154 

Calhoun... ..JH. C. Goodnight. . 1,034 
First sassa a Lincoln . . ..... W. M. Whitten... 717 

Second , e do L. M. Sanford’. 729 
First .... ..... - Mineral E. Poling ... 474 
Second ....... . do W. B. Fisher. 1,140 

Marion Daniel Cooper. .| 1,660 ` 
First o. Preston . . . |Jno.S. Perkins. .. 1,388 

Second............. , do - A. R. Fearer . 1,094 
First o. Roane. H. F. Goff - 1.142 
Second. . . .. . do Elkanah Smith . 885 

Taylor. ... ¡Joseph M. Allen ....| 2,112 
Tucker .. J. G. Flanagan. 538 

First or os sme >». Upshur. .... (Geo. W. Shipman.. 635 
Second o» -e JE L. Coburn. . 654 
First . ., Wayne. . . Kelley Perry. . 682 
Second do Dennis Preston. . 1,406 


OFFICE WORK. 


The correspondence of the Adjutant General’s Department is 
increasing almost daily. It has been far greater this year than any 
year in the past. The requests for certificates of credit for bounty ; 
for certificates of militia service; for certificates of commissions 
issued ; for Postoffice address of officers and soldiers, continue to 
come in in undiminished numbeis. The legislature of 1866, awarded 
to each honorably discharged soldier and those who died or were 
killed in the service, a medal. So far as it has been possible to 
learn the Postoffie address of these soldiers or their families, their 
medal has been sent them; but there are thousands who have 
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never called and they still remain in this office. It is very percepti- 
ble after the summer re-unions of West Virginia regiments that 
there are a greater number of calls for these medals; the fact of 
their existence being brought to the notice of those who had not 
known of it before, by those having received theirs, and displaying 
them at thé re-union. In each case where a medal is called for an 
examination of the soldier’s record is necessary and requires con- 
siderable time. In the examination of the records for a certificate 
of service often a full day is required, making the labor tedious and 
pains-taking. dde 

As the room now occupied asan office is needed and will soon be 
taken in connection with the Library, it will be necessary for the 
Adjutant General to take other quarters for the transaction of the 
business of this office, and as the Adjutant Geueral is ex-officio Libra- 
rian, assistance will be necessary. 

The larger portion of the contingent fund for this office has been 
expended in cleaning and repairing arms and accoutrements, which 
I found on our removal from Wheeling to be in a damaged condi- 
tion. The Armory is now where it should be on the third floor of 
the Capital building. 

There are from eight to nine hundred old muskets in the Armory 
that are of no service to the State, being material used in the late 
war and have since been replaced with a later and better improved 
arm. i 

The law requiresthat before these arms are disposed of, they must 
first be broken or unbreechec. A slight change in that law would 
allow us to dispose of them to some gun manufacturer at a great 
advantage and put several hundred dollars into the treasury. - 

There are in the hands of volunteer companies long since dis- 
banded, about three hundred stand of arms and accoutrements that 
were originally issued them. Demand for their return has been 
made repeatedly, but so far only one company has respected the 
order. As itis a matter involving several thousand dollars, money 
would be well expended in defraying the expenses of some one 
employed by your Excellency to look the property up and have it 


- placed in the Armory. 


. The First Regiment was disbanded September, 1885, their term 
of enlistment having expired two years before, and the “Berkeley 
Zouaves, an independent organization were disbanded November, 
1836, their term of enlistment having expired at that time. 

"The First Regiment during their term of enlistment, would com- 
pare favorably with the volunteer organizations of other States; 
but after their time had expired, they seemed to have lost all in- 
terestand only existed in name. ` 

Commissions have been issued to three organizations in the past 
vedr, but their failure to provide themselves with uniforms within 
the prescribed time, their commissions were cancelled. 

The condition of the volunteer militia of the State can be stated 


-as follows: 


The “Camden Light Artillery” of Martinsburg, were organized 
March 1, 1884, for the period of three years. 
The “Harper’s Ferry Cavalry,” of Harper’s Ferry, were organized 
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March 17, 1884, for the same period, Their term of enlistment will 
expire next March, 1887, and it is safe to say will not reorganize. 

The "Ritchie Guards,” of Ritchie county, organized June 4, 1886, 
and the "Auburn Guards” of Ritchie county, were organized Sep- 
tember 25, 1886. : 
~ The “Camden Light Artillery” and the “Harper’s Ferry Cavalry” 
having made no report, I am unable to give their status. The 
“Ritchie Guards” reported November 12th, and is made a part of 
this report. The mustering officer of the “Auburn Guards” reports 
the company in good condition. 

There will be found attached and made a part of this report, a 
roster of the Commander-in-Chief and staff and officers of each or- 
.ganization. E 

Thanking your Excellency for the consideration and courtesy 
shown me in your official intercourse, 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
E. L. Woop, 
Adjutant General and A. Q. M. G. 
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ROSTER 


OF 


GOMMANDER-IR-GHIEF 


ATDES- A 


‘N 


AND OF 


~ FICERS OF THE VOLUNTEER MILITIA. 


Governor and Commander-in-chief, 
_E. W. WILSON, Kanawha county. 


Adjutant General and A, Q. 


M.G, 


E. L. WOOD, Kanawha county. 


Colonel J. W. St. CLAIR, 


KL 


B. F. HARLOW, 
2. T. VINSON, 

CHAS. 8. DESPARD, 
A. A. FRANZHEIM, 
J. GARLAND HURST, 
JAS. E. RUSSELL, 


Aide-de-camp. 
KE 
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VOLUNTEER MILITIA. 
CAMDEN LIGHT ARTILLERY, MARTINSBURG. 


Captain John H. Waddell, 

First Lieutenant, Wm. S. Henshaw, Commssioned March 1, 
Second Lieutenant, George W. Feidt, 1884. 

Third Lieutenant, W. B. Colston, 


HARPER’S FERRY CAVALRY. 
i W. n ER 
Caprini, e Gee), Commissioned March 17, 
884. 


First Lieutenant, J. Garland Hurst, 
Second Lieutenant, Abram Stump, 


“RITCHIE GUARDS,” RITCHIE COUNTY. 


Captain R. H. Freer, E: 
First Lieutenant, J. H. Lininger, Da i June 4, 
Second Lieutenant, L. G. Dunnington, E 


"AUBURN GUARDS,” RITCHIE COUNTY. 


Captain J. C. Gluck, ce 
First Lieutenant, C. L. Zinn, | PO Sept. 25, 
Second Lieutenant, M. B. Watson, i 


we 


RITCHIE GUARDS. 
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REPORT OF CAPT. R. HI FREER. 


Ritcnte C. H., W. VA. 
C November 12, 1886. 
GENERAL E. L. Woop, Adjutant General, Charleston, W. Va. 


SIR :—I have the honor to enclose muster roll of my command 
the “Ritchie Guards” an Independent Company of West Virginia 
Militia. : 

The present condition of the compnny may be stated as follows : 
Whole number enrolled for duty... T as : 


48 

Commissioned OfficerS........ sees oo sg .. oc a 3 
Non-commissioned officers and privates. .. . dah H 40 * 

Mascellaneous,.... coo siron «cen cs esn cece ce new ness ee 5 

Total ........ .... Ta ; 


ae RE XC necia RRR ERRER. vase. HU seed) TRR aR cass pele escce 48 
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No. armed and equipped with B. S. Springfield Rifles and accoutrements...... ......... sei 38 

AI A weedeseacserte dada onene FREE RER KR aga DESS EZ ERA RST: S E AONUI ANES 48 

No. Of effective arms esoo cosenncen venas + soree Reese TO S.V a AR 38 

No. of damaged arms moco. sense asees = CT Sea K ad RER Aid Jig SS eats 2 
Total uisicinssiao BANER E SRA YZS Yat PERE E yai PEE ad kene 49 

Uniforms, 48 at $13.50 each, cost the COMPANY ww... coreano sravesser Krr enea rese R assi $ 648 00 


The whole number of men, officers and privates are all ready for 
service at any time, and are well drilled and disciplined. E 

Company drills and muster are generally attended by the entire 
force of the company, and a deep interestis manifested by both 
officers and men'in keeping up the spirit.and morals of the com- 
mand. 

I regard the Ritchie Guards as one of the best, if not the best 
company the State has ever enrolled. It is now in excellent con- 
dition every way and with the coming of the year 1887 will be much 
improved in drill, dress and general efficiency. + 

The organization of the Ritchie Guards and the efforts made to 
make the command an honor to the State has largely stimulated 
military spirit in this part of the State, and new companies are 
forming in this and adjoining counties. Jt seems to me that legis- 
lation should be had looking to greater aid and protection to the 
volunteer service, in this State. Acertain allowance by the State 
should be made for uniforms and for time expended in camp and 
yearly drills. Would it notjbe well to reccommend something of this 
kind to the Governor in your approachihg reports. 

Thanking you for your uniform courtesey and kindness to the 
men under my command, as well as myself in our official relations, 
I have the honor to remain. 

Your obedient servant, 
R. H. Freer, 
~ Capt. Commanding, “Ritchie Guards.” 


